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The Society typically meets concurrently with the American Academy of Religion, 
in the same city as the AAR.  The round of meetings begins with a Board meeting, 
followed by two sessions with papers and discussion and a general business 
meeting at which Board recommendations are voted on. Please see below for a 
message pertaining to this year’s annual meeting from SBCS President, Leo 
Lefebure. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Because of the resurgence of the covid-19 pandemic and the dangers of traveling 
and meeting in person, the leaders of the Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies 
have decided to hold our annual meetings online this year.  We will present our 
academic sessions, which have been organized by our vice president, Mark Unno, 
in collaboration with the American Academy of Religion.  Participants need to 
register for the convention of the AAR, and the AAR will then provide access to 
these panels, which will meet at the originally scheduled times: on Friday, Nov. 
19 from 4:00 to 6:30 PM US/Canada Central Time (5:00 to 7:30 PM Eastern), and 
on Saturday, Nov. 20 from 9:00 AM to noon US/Canada Central Time (10:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM Eastern). 

In order to facilitate attendance from all our members, our annual business 
meeting will be separate from the AAR, on Friday, Nov. 19 from 10:30 to 11:00 
AM Central Time (11:30 AM to noon Eastern).  During this business meeting, we 
will present our annual book award, vote on nominations to our board of 
governors, and welcome ideas for future programs of our society.  The link for 
joining this meeting may be found below. 

I regret that we will not be able to meet in person this year.  I hope to see you at 
our annual business meeting, and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 



Palms together, 

Leo Lefebure 

President of SBCS 

Leo Lefebure is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: 2021 Business Meeting of the Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies 

Time: Nov 19, 2021 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/j/98904372642  

Meeting ID: 989 0437 2642 

One tap mobile 

+12678310333,,98904372642# US (Philadelphia) 

+13017158592,,98904372642# US (Washington DC) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 267 831 0333 US (Philadelphia) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 470 250 9358 US (Atlanta) 

        +1 470 381 2552 US (Atlanta) 

        +1 646 518 9805 US (New York) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 651 372 8299 US (Minnesota) 

        +1 786 635 1003 US (Miami) 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/j/98904372642


        +1 720 928 9299 US (Denver) 

        +1 971 247 1195 US (Portland) 

        +1 213 338 8477 US (Los Angeles) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 602 753 0140 US (Phoenix) 

        +1 669 219 2599 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 989 0437 2642 

Find your local number: https://georgetown.zoom.us/u/aep604JCbM  

Join by SIP 

98904372642@zoomcrc.com 

Join by H.323 

162.255.37.11 (US West) 

162.255.36.11 (US East) 

115.114.131.7 (India Mumbai) 

115.114.115.7 (India Hyderabad) 

213.19.144.110 (Amsterdam Netherlands) 

213.244.140.110 (Germany) 

103.122.166.55 (Australia Sydney) 

103.122.167.55 (Australia Melbourne) 

149.137.40.110 (Singapore) 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/u/aep604JCbM


64.211.144.160 (Brazil) 

149.137.68.253 (Mexico) 

69.174.57.160 (Canada Toronto) 

65.39.152.160 (Canada Vancouver) 

207.226.132.110 (Japan Tokyo) 

149.137.24.110 (Japan Osaka) 

Meeting ID: 989 0437 2642 

Join by Skype for Business 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/skype/98904372642  

F R I DAY,  N O V E M B E R  1 9 T H  
4:00-6:30 pm CST | Buddhist-Christian Responses to Ecological Catastrophe 
and Climate Change 

Ten of the warmest years globally have occurred since 1998, the arctic has lost 
95% of its oldest ice, 6 of 10 of the largest wildfires in California occurred in 
2020, and the march goes on. As the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
reports, “It is therefore no longer a question of whether to mitigate climate 
change or to adapt to it. Both adaptation and mitigation are now essential.” This 
paper session explores Buddhist and Christian responses to climate change in 
terms of both adaptation and mitigation. What kinds of responses can be 
formulated in terms of religious thought, scientific understanding, environmental 
activism, and community building?  

PRESENTERS:  

Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, margaretbj@revivingcreation.org, Missioner for 
Creation Care, Episcopal Diocese of Western Mass. & Southern New England 
Conference, UCC 

 Dr. Xiumei Pu, xpu@westminstercollege.edu, Assistant Professor of 
Environmental Studies Westminster College 

https://georgetown.zoom.us/skype/98904372642
mailto:margaretbj@revivingcreation.org
mailto:xpu@westminstercollege.edu


 Dr. John Becker, john.becker@lyon.edu, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Lyon 
College 

 Dr. Stephanie Kaza, skaza@uvm.edu, Professor Emerita, Environmental Studies, 
University of Vermont 

INTRODUCED AND MODERATED BY: 

Kristin Largen, klargen@wartburgseminary.edu, President, Wartburg Seminary 

S AT U R DAY,  N OV E M B E R  2 0 T H  
9:00 am - noon CST | Buddhist-Christian Reflections on Nationalism 

In the past few years, the international world has witnessed the rise of religio-
ethno-nationalism. This has not been a singular event but occurred 
simultaneously in many countries with the rise of populism and authoritarian 
nationalist rulers worldwide. What should we make of counter-response 
movements such as Black Lives Matter? In what ways have Buddhists and 
Christians resisted as well as been implicated in the rise of nationalism around 
the globe? What resources are available to Buddhists and Christians in 
responding to problematic nationalism? 

PRESENTERS: 

Dr. Neena Mahadev, neena.mahadev@yale-nus.edu.sg, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology, Yale-National University of Singapore 

Dr. Kunihiko Terasawa, kunihiko.terasawa@wartburg.edu, Associate Professor 
of Religion, Wartburg College 

Dr. Raquel Bouso Garcia, raquel.bouso@upf.edu, Senior Lecturer, Department of 
Humanities Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Dr. Michael Masatsugu, MMasatsugu@towson.edu, Associate Professor and 
Director of American Studies, Towson University 

INTRODUCED AND MODERATED BY: 

Ruben Habito, rhabito@mail.smu.edu, Professor of World Religions, Southern 
Methodist University 
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